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and the " Corinthianesque " column favoured by France (24) (p.
p. 43). Both these features were studiously ignored by English
master masons, though Canterbury naturally exerted in the South-
east an important influence, which reached as far as Lincoln, where a
new choir was started before the end of the century. English design
already showed signs of local variation between the South-east,
South-west, and North-east, which were to become the chief
schools of mediaeval development. By this time England had long
lost its pre-eminence in technical progress. France now took the
lead, though rivalry was still keen.

TTie first Gothic period was descriptively labelled " Lancet " or
" Pointed " by nineteenth-centary archaeologists, and is usually
considered to begin with the kst decade of the twelfth century.
The invention of the pointed arch came about partly from vaulting
developments, for it enabled vaults to be. constructed more easily
over oblong bays, and partly as an expedient to enable arches of
different spans to rise to the same height. Another school of
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thought would trace its origin to the East, and we may consider all
these theories as possible and even probable, for origins are usually
complex and cumulative* All we can say with certainty is that the
advantages of the pointed arch were so numerous that it soon
ousted the old semicircular form, and held its place until the ckssic
revival.

Beside the vast volume of church building during the twelfth cen-
tury there was much activity in ky building. The position of castle
building is somewhat confused in the first half of the century, ma&y
private fortresses springing up in the unsettled times of Stephen.
Henry II, however, had unauthorized castles dismantled, and under
his direction the defence system was better organized, and timber